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Table 14. Public dental programming in Nova Scotia, 2005 
Program Eligibility Services Covered Utilisationa Service 

Environments Administration Expenditures 
$(000)a 

 
Department of Community Services 
 

Employment Support and 
Income Assistance Dental 
Program 

Based on an 
assessment of financial 
need, household 
number, and 
determination of 
employability 
 
Eligible clients and 
dependents 

Emergency dental care, 
some diagnostic, 
preventive, restorative, 
prosthodontic, 
endodontic, and oral 
surgical services 
 
Assistance pays 80%, 
20% patient, can be 
means tested 

Approx. 32,262 
eligible 

Dentists and 
denturists/private 
practices 

Centrally 
administered 

b 

 
Department of Health 
 

Children’s Oral Health 
Program (COHP) 

<10yrs; children are 
required to access 
private coverage first, 
program pays balance 

Diagnostic, preventive, 
and treatment services 
 
Community-based 
prevention 

38,747/101,853 
 
165,397 services 
rendered 
 
4.3 services and 
$104 per 
beneficiary 

Dentists and 
dental 
hygienists/private 
practices and 
community 
clinics, schools 

Medical Services 
Insurance (MSI) 
administers the 
diagnostic, 
preventive and 
treatment 
component, with 
adjudication and 
payment the 
responsibility of 
Quickcard 
Solutions Inc. 
(QSI) 
 
Public Health 
Services Division 
administers 
community-based 
prevention 

7,109 
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Table 14 cont’d. 
Program Eligibility Services Covered Utilisation Service Environments Administration Expenditures 

$(000) 

Cleft 
Palate/Craniofacial 
Program 

Cleft Palate/Craniofacial Team 
registered, but does not 
guarantee eligibility 
 
Those craniofacial anomalies 
that directly influence growth 
and development of 
dentoalveolar and craniofacial 
structures 

Various oral surgical 
and dental procedures 
beyond the eligibility 
under COHP 

185 
beneficiaries 
 
1,029 services 
rendered 
 
5.6 services 
and $725 per 
beneficiary 

134 

Maxillofacial 
Prosthodontics 
Program 

Those whose maxillofacial 
prosthodontic needs result from 
congenital facial disorders, 
cancer, trauma, and 
neurological deficit 

Various oral surgical 
and prosthodontic 
services 

531 
beneficiaries 
 
1,681 services 
rendered 
 
3.2 services 
and $999 per 
beneficiary 

531 

Mentally Challenged 
Program 

Anyone deemed mentally 
challenged by a medical 
authority, and whose dental 
needs may necessitate 
hospitalisation  

Various oral surgical 
and dental procedures 
beyond he eligibility 
under COHP 
 
Subject to a 10% 
premium when 
delivered in private 
practice, and 30% 
premium when in-
hospital 

216 
beneficiaries 
 
1,647 services 
rendered 
 
7.6 services 
and $497 per 
beneficiary 

Specialists and 
generalists/hospitals and 
private practices 

MSI/QSI 

107 
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Table 14 cont’d. 
Program Eligibility Services Covered Utilisation Service Environments Administration Expenditures 

$(000) 

Dental Surgical (In-
Hospital) Program 

Anyone whose dental needs 
may necessitate 
hospitalisation 

Various oral 
surgical and 
dental procedures 

1,706 
beneficiaries 
 
4,363 services 
rendered 
 
2.6 services and 
$548 per 
beneficiary 

Specialists and 
generalists/hospitals 935 

 
Atlantic Provinces Special 
Education Authority 
(APSEA) Dental Program 
Sir Fredrick Fraser School 
 

Those who are blind, visually 
impaired, deaf or hard of 
hearing, and resident at 
APSEA facility 

Diagnostic, 
preventive, and 
treatment 
services 

999 beneficiaries 
 
5,081 services 
rendered 
 
5.1 services and 
$546 per 
beneficiary 

Dentists/private 
practices 

As above 

546 

a Government of Nova Scotia (2004) Medical Services Insurance Annual Statistical Tables 12 Months Ending March 31, 2003. Information Management, Nova 
Scotia Department of Health. 
b Not reported 


