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Table 8. Public dental programming in Alberta, 2005 

Program Eligibility Services Covered Utilisation Service 
Environments 

Administration Expenditures 
$(000) 

 
Ministry of Human Resources and Employment 
 

Alberta 
Works 
Income 
Supports 

Income Supports helps people who 
do not have the resources to meet 
basic needs; the level of assistance 
depends on each individualÕs 
situation including financial 
resources, ability to work and the 
number of children in the family 
 
People in three general situations 
qualify: 
 
- Not Expected-to-Work (NETW), 

those who have difficulty working 
because of a chronic mental or 
physical health problem or 
because of multiple barriers to 
employment 

- Expected-to-Work (ETW), those 
who are looking for work, working 
or unable to work in the short-
term 

- Learners, people who need 
academic upgrading or training 
so they can get a job 

Standard Dental Coverage is 
primarily limited to relief from 
dental pain and oral infection; 
coverage can include some 
diagnostic, restorative, and 
prosthodontic care 
 
Supplementary Dental 
Coverage includes Standard 
benefits with some diagnostic, 
restorative, endodontic, 
periodontal, prosthodontic, and 
oral surgery services 
 
- NETW, Supplementary 
- ETW, Standard 
- Learner, Standard 

51,030 
cases per 
month 
eligiblea 

Dentist and 
denturist/private 
practices 

Centrally administered, 
adjudication and 
payment functions the 
responsibility of Alberta 
Blue Cross 

b 
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Table 8 cont’d. 

Program Eligibility Services Covered Utilisation Service 
Environments 

Administration Expenditures 
$(000) 

Alberta Child 
Health Benefit 
(ACHB) 

ACHB is a premium-free health benefit 
plan for children <18yrs living in low-
income families 

Supplementary Dental 
Coverage 

65,640 cases per 
month eligiblea 

 

$17.78 per case 
per monthe 

Alberta Adult 
Health Benefit 
(AAHB) 

AAHB provides continuing premium-free 
health benefits to NETW and ETW 
clients and their children who leave 
Income Supports for work, and to AISH 
recipients who leave the program due to 
employment income or Canada Pension 
Plan Disability benefits 

Standard Dental Coverage 1,050 cases per 
month eligiblea 

As above As above b 

 
Minister of Seniors and Community Supports 
 

Dental 
Assistance for 
Seniors Program 
(formerly EHB) 

Those >65yrs meeting income 
thresholds; up to a program maximum of 
$5,000 per person every five years 

Depending on income, 
partial or maximum 
coverage; some diagnostic, 
restorative, endodontic, 
periodontal, prosthodontic, 
and oral surgery services 

Dentists 
$101.92/patient 

 
Denturists 

$221.79/patientf 

Assured Income 
for the Severely 
Handicapped 
(AISH) 

AISH provides health benefits for adults 
18-64yrs with a permanent disability that 
that severely impairs their ability to earn 
a living; level of benefits depends on 
income and assets 

As above 31,250 cases per 
month eligiblea 

Family Support 
for Children with 
Disabilities 

Services for families with disabled 
children not covered under any other 
plan; must be directly related to the 
childÕs disability; pays for the portion of 
costs exceeding those covered by the 
guardianÕs dental insurance or benefit 
plan, or if the guardian does not have 
such insurance, the costs exceeding 
$250 annually 

As above, 
some orthodontic treatment 

6,695 cases per 
month eligiblea 

As above As above b 
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Table 8 cont’d. 

Program Eligibility Services Covered Utilisation Service Environments Administration Expenditures 
$(000) 

 
Ministry of Health and Wellness 
 
 
Alberta Health 
Care 
Insurance Plan 
 
Cleft Palate 
Dental 
Indemnity 
Program 
 
Oral and 
Maxillofacial 
Devises and 
Services 
Program 
 

Alberta insures a number of 
medically necessary oral 
surgical and dental 
procedures; a dentist may 
perform a small number of 
these procedures, but the 
majority of the procedures can 
be billed to the Plan only when 
performed by an oral or 
maxillofacial surgeon 

Various oral surgical, oral 
medicine and pathology, 
dental technical, and 
orthodontic procedures 

8,788 
procedures 
completed in 
6,014 visits 
 
$219.09 
average 
costs per 
patientc 

Specialists and 
generalists/hospitals, private 
anaesthesia clinics, private 
practices 

Centrally 
administered 

2,404c 

Regional 
Dental Public 
Health 
Services 

Targeted preschoolers, 
school-age children, adults, 
and elderly 

Includes education, 
screenings/fluoride 
applications, dental 
sealants, dental cleanings, 
denture cleanings, and 
smoking cessation, 
amongst others 

b 

Dental hygienists and 
assistants/regional health 
units, schools, residential 
facilities; includes clinical 
dental services in Capital and 
Calgary health regions 

Regionally 
Administered 

6,000d 

a Ministry of Human Resources and Employment (2004) Annual Report. Government of Alberta, ISSN 1497-0473. 
b Not reported 
c Government of Canada (2004) Canada Health Act Annual Report. Canada Health Act Division, Health Canada. 
d Estimate 
e Personal communication, Government of Alberta. 
f Ministry of Health and Wellness (2001) Alberta Health Care Insurance Plan Statistical Supplement 2000/2001. Government of Alberta. 


