Annex 1

Distribution of Infants by Use of Bottle to Fall Asleep at Daytime Naps and Certain Sociodemographic

Characteristics, 1998

Bottle to fall asleep during the day* X
Never Sometimes or
every day
%
Age group of parents
Single or both parents under 25 yrs 82.8 17.2* p <0.05
At least 1 parent 25 years or older 90.2 9.8
Education of the mother
No high school diploma 80.6 194 p <0.001
High school, vocational/technical diploma 88.5 115
College diploma or university degree 94.4 5.6
Immigrant status of mother
Non-immigrant or “European” immigrant 90.5 9.5 p<0.01
Non-"European” immigrant 80.6 19.4*
Sufficient Income?
Yes 92.4 1.7 p <0.001
No 80.9 19.1
Family structure at the time of the survey
Two-parent 90.5 9.5 p<0.01
Single-parent 78.4 21.6*
Total 89.3 10.7 -

1. Weekly frequency.

2. Sufficient income (to meet basic needs) according to the low-income cut-off set by Statistics Canada (see No. 2 in this series

of analytical papers).

*  Coefficient of variation (CV) between 15% and 25%; interpret with caution.

Source: Institut de la statistique du Québec, ELDEQ 1998-2002.
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The characteristics of oral and dental health problems of
Québec children under 5 years of age are still poorly known.
The biological risk factors of dental caries are well understood,
but the role of associated behavioural, psychosocial and
socioeconomic factors remains less clearly defined. This first
year of the longitudinal study provided data on habits related
to the dental health of 5-month-old infants. Various
characteristics of the infants, mothers and households were
examined in association with the use of a baby bottle and
pacifier for falling asleep at night or nap time during the day.
Use of fluoride supplements was also investigated. Subsequent
years of the study will analyze other determinants of oral and
dental health in young children, such as oral hygiene, diet,
and use of dental services. Ultimately, a clinical examination
might be conducted in a future year of the study to help better
understand the etiology of oral and dental health diseases by
evaluating the influence of these various factors.
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